Orchestra Honors A ‘Neighbor’ 
With Concert In An Empty Hall 


WASHINGTON (AP) - In 
empty Constitution Hall, the Na- 
tional Symphony Orchestra 
played a special post-midnight 
concert early today in honor of 
“a neighbor” who had died— 
President Kennedy. 

The orchestra, formally 
dressed in white ties and tails, 
played for one half hour in what 
Dr. Howard Mitchell, the direc- 
tor, said was “our way of paying 
our respects to the President in 
the manner we know best — by 
playing music.” 

The orchestra has long been 
known as "the orchestra of the 
Presidents.” 

The unusual tribute was paid 
in the historic hall which is only 
a few blocks from the White 
House and just across the Po- 
tomac River from Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery where the slain 
President’s body was laid to rest 
Monday. 


Dr. Mitchell opened the concert 
—co-arranged by telecast by NBC 
—by saying President Kennedy 
had been a “neighbor” of the 
orchestra and an ardent support- 
er of the symphony. 

Mitchell said he and his musi- 
cians wanted to play music the 
Kennedys had especially liked or 
which was symbolic of them in 
some way. 

As the camera’s eye swept 
across the empty seats of the 
great hall and came to a close- 
up on the Presidential box the 
orchestra played the “Andante 
Cantabile” from Tchaikovsky’s 
5th Symphony. The latter, said 
Mitchell, was played during the 
last concert the Kennedys had 
attended in the hall. 

‘The Sea’ 

The rest of the program in- 
cluded: 

Excerpts from Debussy’s "The 
Sea,” in remembrance of the 
late President’s “love of the 
ocean” and his valor as a Naval 
officer in combat; 

“Adagio for Strings” by the 
American composer Samuel Bar- 
ber, the last distinguished rep- 
resentative of the arts to be in- ! 
vited to the White House before ! 
the President’s death; 

The overture to Beethoven’s 
“Fidelio” ( Faith) in tribute to 
Mrs. Kennedy, pictured by Mitch- 
ell as a “true heroine” who 
“walked in tragic beauty” dur- 
ing her days of sorrow; and 
John Phillip Sousa’s “Stars 
and Stripes Forever.” 



